Chapter 1
Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

The siege of Rhodes  

 In 305, Antigonus Monophthalmus, one of the Diadochi (successors of Alexander the Great), sent out his son Demetrius to capture the city and island of Rhodes. It controlled the entrance to the Aegean Sea, and its capture was necessary if Antigonus wanted to liberate Greece and Macedonia. Diodorus of Sicily tells about the siege in his World History 20.81 and 20.100. The translation was made by M.M. Austin.   
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After this year Euxenippus became archon at Athens [1] [...]. During his year of office war broke out between the Rhodians and Antigonus for more or less the following reasons. The city of Rhodes had a powerful navy and enjoyed the finest government in Greece, and so was an object of competition between the dynasts and kings, as each sought to win it over to his friendship. Seeing ahead where its advantage lay, it concluded friendship with each of the protagonists separately and took no part in the wars the dynasts fought against each other [2]. And so it happened that it was honored by each of them with royal presents, and prospered greatly by remaining at peace for a long time. It had reached such a peak of power that it took up on its own, on behalf of the Greeks, the war against the pirates and cleared the sea of that scourge. 

Alexander, the most powerful man in human memory, honored it above all cities, deposited there his will concerning the whole kingdom [3] and in general admired it and enhanced its preeminence. The Rhodians, then, by establishing friendship with all the dynasts, kept themselves immune from any justifiable complaint, but their sympathies inclined most towards Ptolemy. For it so happened that they derived the majority of their revenues from the merchants sailing to Egypt and that in general their city was sustained by that kingdom. 

[...] 

The Rhodians, then, brought the war to a close after a siege of one year. They honored with appropriate presents those who had shown bravery in the face of danger and conferred freedom and citizenship on the slaves who had displayed courage. They also set up statues of king Cassander and king Lysimachus, who although they held second place in the general estimation had yet made a great contribution to the salvation of the city [4]. 

But as for Ptolemy, they wished to repay his favor with an even greater one, and sent sacred ambassadors to Africa to ask the oracle of Ammon whether he advised the Rhodians to honor Ptolemy as a god. When the oracle had given its assent they consecrated a square enclosure in the city, which they called the Ptolemaeum, and constructed on each of its sides a galery 200 meters long. They also rebuilt the theater, the parts of the wall that had collapsed and the other buildings that had been destroyed, all far more beautifully than before.

Note 1: 

The year 305/304. 

Note 2: 

Rhodes was a mercantile state, that benefited from peace. 

Note 3: 

This is fiction. 

Note 4: 

Cassander and Lysimachus had sent blockade-runners. The most famous statue erected after the siege was not dedicated to these kings, but to the Sun: the famous Colossus of Rhodes.
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The foundation of Halos  

Halos today In the autumn 304, Demetrius I Poliorcetes invaded Greece, where he liberated the towns that were garrisoned by Cassander. Two years later, the two kings faced each other in southern Thessaly (between modern Almirós and Soúrpi), but no battle was fought, because both sides knew that the real decision was to be made in the battle between Antigonus Monophthalmus and Lysimachus. (This rationalism is typical for warfare in this period.) After some time, Cassander and Demetrius concluded an armistice. The story is told by Diodorus of Sicily (World history 19.100.5-7). The translation was made by Russel Geer.  

The lasting result of the non-battle was the refoundation of Halos, which had been destroyed in 346 by Parmenion, one of the generals of the Macedonian king Philip II. In 302, the population was permitted to return, and they rebuild their town in the old camp of Demetrius ('old' Halos was a bit more to the east).

Map of classical and hellenistic 

Halos (©**) In Greece Demetrius, who was tarrying in Athens, was eager to be initiated and to participate in the mysteries at Eleusis. Since it was a considerable time before the legally established day on which the Athenians were accustomed to celebrate the mysteries, he persuaded the people because of his benefactions to change the custom of their fathers. And so, giving himself over unarmed to the priests, he was initiated before the regular day and departed from Athens. 

And first he gathered together his fleet and his land army in Chalcis of Euboea; then, learning that Cassander had already occupied the passes in advance [1], he gave up the attempt to advance into Thessaly by land, but sailed along the coast with the army into the port of Larisa.[2] Disembarking the army, he captured the city at once; and taking the acropolis, he imprisoned the garrison and put them under guard, but he restored their autonomy to the people of Larisa. Thereafter he won over Antrones and Pteleum, and when Cassander would have transported the people of Dium and Orchomenus  into Thebes, he prevented the transplanting of the cities.[3] 

But when Cassander saw that Demetrius' undertakings were prospering, he first protected Pherae and Thebes with stronger garrisons; and then, after collecting his whole army into one place, he encamped over against Demetrius. He had in all 29,000 foot-soldiers and 2,000 horsemen. Demetrius was followed by 1500 horsemen, not less than 8,000 Macedonian foot-soldiers, mercenaries to the number of 15,000, 25,000 from the cities throughout Greece, and at least 8,000 of the light armed troops and of the freebooters of all sorts who had gathered for the fighting and the plundering; so that there were in all about 56,000 foot soldiers.[4] 

For many days the camps were pitched opposite each other, and the battle lines were drawn up on both sides, but neither came forward into battle since each was awaiting the decision of the whole matter that would take place in Asia [5]. Demetrius, however, when the people of Pherae called upon him, entering their city with part of his army and taking the citadel, dismissed the soldiers of Cassander on terms and restored their liberty to the people of Pherae.

 Note 1: 

Thermopylae, the gate between central and northern Greece. 

Note 2: 

Towns in the country between Thermopylae and Thessaly. 

Note 3: 

Obviously, Cassander was thinking of fortifying Thebes (a town in Phthiotis, not Boeotian Thebes) by adding the population of other towns. 

Note 4: 

A camp built to give shelter to so many people must have resembled a real city, which was indeed to grow on this spot. 

Note 5: 

Where Lysimachus and Antigonus Monophthalmus were fighting.
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